
How often in the past we teachers have had thrust upon 
us the narrowest kinds of curriculum, the most outrageously 
unrealistic methodology, the claims for enervating clerical 
duties made by administrators for a public too stingy to 
spend more than the barest minimum on its schools, while it 
lavishes mill ions on its entertainment! We have read the 

Retrospective comments are so often mawkish, at worst, 
self-congratulatory or castigatory at best, that we mean to 
limit the possibility of off~nding you now, at the end of 

) llliches, the Holts, the Silbermans, the Leonards, the whole 

our five years of service as editor of M ~::!_, by limiting our 
comment. If we offend, it will be shorr. 

We can't go off into the shadows of retirement w!thout 
having publicly thanked for t~eir dis 7reet and ~eassur1ng 
services our two associate editors, S1ster_An~re Marthal:r 
and Seymour Yesner. Whatever faults of om1ss1on and com 
mission there were, we were responsible for, not they. Nor 
calt wi fafl to thank you, our patient subscribers, for 
that patience with our sporadic pub I ication_schedules th7se 
last few years. And finally, we wish to hail the new editor, 
Elmer Suderman of Gustavus Adolphus College, and hohpe foflr . • k ME J a rlc re ect1on hini an avalanche of manuscripts to ma e ___ • . • 
of the fndustry and imagination of Minnesota's Engl 1sh teachers. 

Minnesota's English teachers will face some turbu!ence 
in the year to come. We are about to confront three maJor 
influences, as we see it, that will affect the co~duct of 

range of carpers and critics whose criticisms are in truth 
indictments of a society that produces such deficient schools; 
and we have watched how the pointing finger slowly rotated untl I 
its target was the teacher, somehow, someway to be held "account
able" for society's tawdry values. 

We remember our first teaching assignment (on the 
occasion of this last reminiscent editorial comment for~~::!..) 
that took place twenty-eight years ago in the third grade 
of a school in New York City's lower East Side. The school 
building had been condemned as unsafe years before, but 
was still in use. The principal, near retirement, had suc
cumbed to an early senility and was barricaded in her office 
except for occasional mad rushes into the. corridor to whack 
a passing noisy child. Each of the four floors was divided 
into classrooms by movable partitions through which every 
sound could be heard. Each of the classrooms was filled with 
thirty-five or more children, many sitting two to a seat. 
And an increasing number of those children were newly arrived 
from Puerto Rico and neither spoke nor understood English. The 
teachers were defeated. There was nowhere for them to turn our professional life. The first is repre~ented 1n recent 

legislation establishing a Teacher Professional Stand~rds 
l for help. If they had a behavioral objective, it was a very 
- simple one: the children will not try to burn the school down and Certification Commission as an independently appo1~ted 

organization apart from the State Departmen~ of Education,_ 
charged with the initiation and implementation of the require
ments for certification and license renewal for all teachers. 
Although we have recently sensed a more urgent pressure from 

I more than fifty percent of the time. Ecstasy In education? Joy 
t in the schools? For our part, we would 1 ike to see enacted a 

regulation requiring of every educational theorist, before 

the State Department to convert teacher-preparation to the so
called competency-based program approach, with all its att 7n-
dant associations with accountability and observable behavior-
ism the new Commission, whose majority membership is class-
roo~ teachers, may wel 1 sllow down this drive. The MCTE has 
gone on record with a request to the State Department to be 
actively involved in any negotiations that may lead to cha?g~s 
in English teacher preparation, as well as in renewal cert1f1- ', 
cation. Arguing that "there are persistent and pow7rful forces,'· 
in motion to change the nature of the English teaching pr~-. -~ 
fession, and decisions affecting the preparation and c~rt1f1cat 1 
of teachers of English are being made by groups whose 1nte~es~s 
are not those of English language arts subject matter spec1al1sts 
the MCTE has expressed its concern that decisions in t~ese . , 
matters should be made primarily by persons competent 1n subJect\ 
matter disciplines. If professionalism is to 
our time, let it be specific professional ism. 
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be the theme of 

pub] ication, a pre-gestational term of service in a "disadvan
taged school" in the inner city, in the rural countrysid~, In 
the affluent suburbs.·T he only thing that keeps every one of 
our schools from being disadvantaged is the dedication of 
teachers who continue to love and to teach children in spite 
of vii ification, patronization, and humiliation. 

And so along comes the National Assessment, another 
cha I lenge to our equipoise. The State Department of Education 
has established an-Assessment Advisory Council to provide for 
communication between the State Department and parent organiza
tions, and to provide an opportunity for lay and educational 
organizations to make recommendations regarding the processes 
and feasibility of an assessment program. MCTE was not repre
sented on that Council. Accordingly, .at. the $pring Conference. 
acttng ori an tnvttatlon from Or. John Adams, the MCTE Executive 
Committee resolved to appo(nt representatives from all levels 
of English instruction in the State to serve on the Assessment 
Advisory Council. It should reassure us to know that at 
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least some hearing wil 1 be given to those who understand that 

literary appreciation is not as simple to assess as word

recognition, and yet is as important to the aspiration for 

educational fulfillment. 

The third force that will affect our teaching is the 

emphasis on vocational ism with its consequent attention to 

skills. Reading is now at the center, and may be significantly 

improved as a result of the new concentration of attention. 

At a session at the Spring Conference, reported on by Sylvia 

Silliman of John Adams Junior High School in Rochester, the 

case was made for more careful, more structured reading programs 

in the high school, programs that are ungraded and that remove 

the stigma of the "remedial 11 label. The Second Annual Plains 

Regional Reading Conference of IRA will be held this September 

27-29 at the Radisson Hotel in Minneapolis. It has been a 

puzzle to us for a long time that there is not a closer alliance 

between the English teachers 1 professional organization and 

the IRA. Only slightly more than two percent of the 50,000 

elementary and secondary pub! ic school teachers in Minnesota 

holcl any type of reading certificate. Yet, if we assume that 

the certificate represents increased expertness in teaching 

a vital ski! l, and, further, that at least half of the high 

school student's energy in all his classes is involved in 

reading, it seems a woefully small number of specially trained 

English teachers occupy classrooms in which reading skill must 

be specifically developed. 

We don 1 t think we have to fear the ski! ls emphasis. 

We should rather take it as a challenge, go on, worrying about I 
training students in the use of their native language in 

written and spoken composition that was urged upon us primarily 

in the sixties, never forget that we are servants of the litera~ 

art and thus seekers after joy, and keep our sense of humor. 

Do we dare call reading a way of life, the true vocation? 

IO~Ly ~kl%: 
A Selection of the Dormitory Slang 

Used at Carleton College 

Farewell, colleagues. Welcome, colleagues. 
'A NEW EDITION 
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