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This FaH issue represents at least an approximation of 

what we regard as the objective of the MEJ, that it serve 

the teachers of Minnesota in a way that the national 

journals on which it is modeled can not. The focus of two 

groups of articles is on our own state's reevaluation· and 

change of its traditional patterns of English education in 

order to improve . this education. We are particularly 

pleased at a role that allows us to display the happy re

sults of state-wide cooperation by the State Department of 

Education, individual educational institutions, and the 

professional associations of English teachers, the MCTE 

and MCEE. We are eager to publish whatever will strength

en these bonds and will stimulate the administrations of 

independent school districts to appreciate and support the 

passion of our drive to revitalize the truths of our pro

fession. As we struggl~ through old curricula we come in

to a Platonic calm: it is not that the old truths are dis

covered to be lies, but that they have to be translated in

to the language of our own age. 

The program of preparing undergraduates for careers as 

English teachers, which is carried out by over twenty in

stitutions within the state, will be seriously hampered 

should a pending State Board regulation be approved. This 

regulation would require of cooperating teachers the 

"completion of a minimum of a three quarter-hour course 

in the supervision of student teaching conducted by an 

approved teacher education institution." We are not object

ing to the proposition that those teachers who supervise 

student teachers should have some special instruction 

in how to go about this job, but we are convinced that there 

are more ways than one to achieve the objective of im

proved supervision (e.g. in-service courses). Our own 

Council on English Education might consider sponsoring 

a work-shop on this subject. We would regret the loss of 
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many teachers who are now competently supervising stu

dent teachers, who might well balk at the proposed demand 

that they take a course in how co do it. We urge English 
teachers throughout the state to stand against the ~estrict
ive nature of this regulation. 

Prophecies of future issues: more on Censorship by Sy 

Yesner and Ervin Gaines, Director of the Minneapolis Pub

lic Library; a stimulating article on rhetoric by Dudley 

Flamm of St. Olaf College; a display of graceful scholar

ship by students at Minnesota's private colleges; a select

ion of compositions by elementary and high school stu

dents; a practical, useful article on teaching literature in 

the junior high school by John Streed of Minnetonka East 

Junior High School; an encouraging account, by Professors 

David Harrington and Elmer Suderman, of an English 

faculty seminar, or how the English department of Gus

tavus Adolphus talks across the barriers of a common 

specialization; excerpts from the log of a student teacher 

and his cooperating teacher; and much else. 
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. ~OCUS on R€~ORm1nq th€ CURRICUlum 
MINNESOTA'S OWN NEW PROJECT IN ENGLISH 

I. I HAVE A DREAM 
By GERALD L. KINCAID 

Language Arts Consultant, Minnesota State Department of Education 

Bang! Zing! Lead against flesh and a man dies! This may 
be routine in Vietnam; but when it happened here on April 4, 1968, 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the event was followed immediately 
by civilians rioting, looting, and burning! 

Then most of our nation went into mourning for the next five 
• days in tribute to a man who had dedicated his life to preaching 

non-violence. Yet he met a violent death which stimulated more 
violence. 

During the next five days, television and newspapers devoted 
most of their time and space to the subject. The airwaves and 
newsprint were filled with drama and suspense, with tragedy and 
conflict, with eloquent prose and poetry. ''I have a dream . . . " 

f we heard over and over again. 

What does all of this have to do with English teachers and 
the teaching of English? Nothing at all, if we were to judge from 
the talk that went on at an all-day meeting of English supervisors 
on Saturday, April 6, 1968. And that meeting dealt_entirely with 
the inservice education of English teachers. 

Are English teachers, and those who work with them, so insen
sitive and inhumane that they are oblivious to the living drama 
and tragedy, to the overwhelming poignancy and bitter hatred 
swirling about their heads? Not really! But with five classes a 
day and a study hall to supervise, plus extra-curricular acti vi
ties to direct, they have become confined within the four walls 
of the classrooms and the two covers of their textbooks to the 
extent many of them are out of touch with the world in which they 
live! • 

Can all of this be changed? Can English teachers be brought 
back into touch w1th reality? Certainly; they can! In fact, they 
must! 

I have a dream -- given the money, the manpower, and the coop
eration of local school administrators -- that some day all Eng
lish teachers will spend a minimum of one day each week keeping 
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in touch with reality -- that some day all English teachers in al 1 
of our schools will sit down together for at least a half day each 
week to determine how to make their subject relevant to their stu-
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dents in today's world -- that they will interact creatively, 
stimulating each other to greater and greater heights of creativity 
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