
in the schools - a charge often levelled at colleges of Educa
tion as well. It was renewed eloquently and at length by 
Hubert Anderson, a teacher from Hopkins Senior High School, 
who remained skeptical even after hearing the new curriculum 
described. Apparently this lack of confidence grows not only 
from a long history of neglect and mutual suspicion, but also 
from a real difference of opinion - based on real differences in 
values - as to what a university English department should do. 
The article from which I took my epigraph describes this differ
ence, and Anderson and a few others gave voice to it at the 
conference. 

This question of what the role of Minnesota's largest 
English department should be in the training and education of 
future teachers seems the natural topic for other conferences. 
It is impossible to tell why this one was so poorly attended - a 
too diffuse subject, the competition of a lovely spring day and 
a poetry conference, distress over the invasion of Cambodia and 
its domestic repercussions, or resentment of an imputed bossism 
in our calling the conference rather than working through the 
MCTE. This last objection points up the real differences among 
us, for few of the English faculty at the University of Minnesota 
in Minneapolis are MCTE members - indeed I am not. These differ
ences need to be explored and settled as much and as soon as 
possible. When the next conference is held, I hope all my 
readers will attend to help accomplish this end. 

Kent Bales is an Assistant Professor of English at the University of Minnesota. 
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New Lectureship in the 

Teaching of Writing 

Beginning in 1971-72 the Department of English 
of the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis campus, 
will award annually two lectureships in the teaching 
of writing. To be eligible for these awards candi
dates must be teaching English in a Minnesota 
secondary school and present evidence of their 
excellence or unusual promise as teachers of writing. 
During their tenure the lecturers will probably 
teach Freshman English, Advanced Writing or The 
Writing ,of Fiction and Poetry, and a sophomore 
literature course of their design or choosing. 

Letters of application should be sent to 
Robert E. Moore, Chairman, Department of English, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 55455. Two 
examples of the applicant's own writing, either 
published or in a finished manuscript, should 
accompany the application. The applicant should 
also seek letters of recommendation from three 
referees, either teaching colleagues or students. 
Deadline for 1971-72 is January 15, 1971. 
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