
many teachers who are now competently supervising stu

dent teachers, who might well balk at the proposed demand 

that they take a course in how co do it. We urge English 
teachers throughout the state to stand against the ~estrict
ive nature of this regulation. 

Prophecies of future issues: more on Censorship by Sy 

Yesner and Ervin Gaines, Director of the Minneapolis Pub

lic Library; a stimulating article on rhetoric by Dudley 

Flamm of St. Olaf College; a display of graceful scholar

ship by students at Minnesota's private colleges; a select

ion of compositions by elementary and high school stu

dents; a practical, useful article on teaching literature in 

the junior high school by John Streed of Minnetonka East 

Junior High School; an encouraging account, by Professors 

David Harrington and Elmer Suderman, of an English 

faculty seminar, or how the English department of Gus

tavus Adolphus talks across the barriers of a common 

specialization; excerpts from the log of a student teacher 

and his cooperating teacher; and much else. 
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. ~OCUS on R€~ORm1nq th€ CURRICUlum 
MINNESOTA'S OWN NEW PROJECT IN ENGLISH 

I. I HAVE A DREAM 
By GERALD L. KINCAID 

Language Arts Consultant, Minnesota State Department of Education 

Bang! Zing! Lead against flesh and a man dies! This may 
be routine in Vietnam; but when it happened here on April 4, 1968, 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the event was followed immediately 
by civilians rioting, looting, and burning! 

Then most of our nation went into mourning for the next five 
• days in tribute to a man who had dedicated his life to preaching 

non-violence. Yet he met a violent death which stimulated more 
violence. 

During the next five days, television and newspapers devoted 
most of their time and space to the subject. The airwaves and 
newsprint were filled with drama and suspense, with tragedy and 
conflict, with eloquent prose and poetry. ''I have a dream . . . " 

f we heard over and over again. 

What does all of this have to do with English teachers and 
the teaching of English? Nothing at all, if we were to judge from 
the talk that went on at an all-day meeting of English supervisors 
on Saturday, April 6, 1968. And that meeting dealt_entirely with 
the inservice education of English teachers. 

Are English teachers, and those who work with them, so insen
sitive and inhumane that they are oblivious to the living drama 
and tragedy, to the overwhelming poignancy and bitter hatred 
swirling about their heads? Not really! But with five classes a 
day and a study hall to supervise, plus extra-curricular acti vi
ties to direct, they have become confined within the four walls 
of the classrooms and the two covers of their textbooks to the 
extent many of them are out of touch with the world in which they 
live! • 

Can all of this be changed? Can English teachers be brought 
back into touch w1th reality? Certainly; they can! In fact, they 
must! 

I have a dream -- given the money, the manpower, and the coop
eration of local school administrators -- that some day all Eng
lish teachers will spend a minimum of one day each week keeping 

( 

in touch with reality -- that some day all English teachers in al 1 
of our schools will sit down together for at least a half day each 
week to determine how to make their subject relevant to their stu-

1 

dents in today's world -- that they will interact creatively, 
stimulating each other to greater and greater heights of creativity 
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for t~e ben~fit of m~kind -- and that these same teachers will 
work ~n solitu~e d~ring another half day each week, working out 
prac~ical ap~licatio~s of .the creative ideas stimulated during 
the interaction sessions -- for their own students in their own 
classes! 

I have a dream -- of a day when English teachers will help 
their studetns inquire into the use and misuse of language in 
human affairs -- instead of teaching grammar as such -- of a day 
wh;.;n English teachers will use literature to help each student 
inquire into the problems that concern him at the moment -- in
stead of teaching the novel, the short story, poetry, etc. -- of 
a day when all teachers will have their students use writing 
every_day to ~evelop their learning and thinking powers, instead 
of writing boring compositions for bored English teachers to 
correct and return. 

I have a dream -- of a day when the teacher will spend his 
time outside the "School day" being a part of his total world, 
his community, his state, his nation, his world -- for only then 
will he be aware of the drama and suspense, of the tragedy and 
conflict, of the eloquent prose and poetry all about him; only 
then will he be able to make his classroom relevant for his 
students and himself! 

Then the English class will become the most exciting, the 
most stimulating, the most popular class in the school -- it will 
become a class where students will be inquiring into use and 
misuse of language in human affairs, in their own lives and in 
the 1i ves of others, through first-hand experiences, and vicar
iously through today's literature as well as that of the past. 
Y~s, I h~ve a dream -- of a day when the creative act of learning 
will dominate most of the student's school experiences -- when 
the joy of the creative act will make the school day the most 
exciting part of the student's life. 

I have a dream -- given the money, the manpower and the coop
eration of local school administrators -- of a day when we can 
bring the most stimulating, and most creative and innovative 
practices and happenings from all over the world to all English 
teachers in their own schools, via TV, to further stimulate and 
provoke their creative powers during their half day of inter
action time. 

Yes, I have a dream -- of a day when school administrators 
are more concerned about the humanity inside their schools than 
with bricks and mortar holding the buildings together -- when 
English teachers are more concerned about the humanity inside 
their classrooms than with the humanities inside their textbooks. 

These dream$ are based upon the following premises: 

1. Today's world is a challenge to man's creative potential; 
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2. 

his very survival may demand the fullest development ~nd 
utilization of that potential. 

Man's greatest self-fulfillment results from the fulles·t 
development and utilization of his creative potential. 

3. The fullest development and utilization of man's creative 
potential requires three conditions. 
a. An ample opportunity to interact with his world. 

, b. An ample opportunity to interact with his fellow work-
I ers. 

c. An ample opportunity for solitude in order to cogitate 
over his outside stimulations and to determine their 
applications to his own situations. 

4. The State Department must help provide such opportunities 
for school administrators so they can provide such oppor-

1 
tunities for their teachers, so they can provide such 
opportunities for their students. 

{,believe these dreams are realistic. In fact, a sta:t has been 
; ade toward their realization. The English teachers rn the Junior 
~igh School ~t Ely have been working together from 1 _:00 to ~: 00 
I .m. every Friday since January. At Benson, the entire Jun1or-

l
~enior High School En¥lish staff ha~e been spending ~ach Wednesday 
working together since April 3 -- with plans to continue through-
i out the coming year. Such changes require money, manpower, and 
· cooperation of local school administrators. But a start has_ been 

I
•''· Our ins,rvice program last fall was for the purpose of 
developing leade_rship at the local leve 1. 

Let us not be afaid to dream nor afraid to work to make our 
!dreams come true. For without dreams, there may be no tomorrow 
(worth 1i ving in. 

11. FOUR REPORTS dN THE PROJECT BY 
DIRECTORS AND PARTICIPANTS 

REPORT ONE 
I By HAROLD FITTERER 

Professor of English at Mankato State, and director of the Project at Robbinsdale 

i If one totals the number of NDEA institutes in English, the 
¥Project English programs, NCTE Workshops, and local, state, and 
~regional workshops, the numerous efforts to focus on the problems 
1of teaching language arts become apparent. 

i Of recent and particular interest to teachers of language arts 1
1is the program carried out during 1967-68 under the auspices of 
the Minnesota State Department of Education's Administrative funds 
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