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C?mpl~xi~y ~as become the characteristic of practically all 
academic disciplines, English included. The knowledge explosion 
to be sure, has not affected English as profoundly as it has the' 
physical and biological sciences, but it has tended to further 
compartmentalize the study of literature. What was once for 
instance, a period course in 19th-century British Litera~ure is 
now invariably one course in the Romantics·and another in th; 
V~c~ori~s; Americ~n ~iterature of the 20th century is usually 
divided into two distinct courses with a division point at 
either 1925 or 1945. 

This increasing complexity has not been restricted to the 
traditional literature courses. The past fifty years of linguis
tic :esearch have ~dded at least a couple of courses to every 
curr1culu~. Rare 1s the list of undergraduate offerings that 
does not include at least one course in Modern Usage, Structural 
Grammar, Transformational Grammar, Tagmemic Grammar, English as 
a Second Language, etc. 

On top of all this, the sixties, ·as a result of ever
increasing campus awareness of the nation's social ailments 
have bTought us courses in Black Literature, Chicano Litera~ure 
India~ Literature, Protest Literature, etc., along with a sub- • 
s~ant1al number of inter-disciplinary courses linking English 
with ~ost of the other academic disciplines. And now, as we 
m?ve into the seventies, we find supra-national concerns begiri.
n1ng to be reflected in courses on the Urban Novel, the War • 
Novel, etc.--and the decade has only begun. 

We face an avalanche of change. It is being sparked by 
ever greater numbers of students crying for relevance and demand
ing increased freedom of choice in determining the content of 
a college education. It is foolish to consider the majority of 
student-militants demanding educational freedom as silly sausages. 
How does an English department structure a contemporary program 
that adequately combines an appreciation of the past an under
standing of the. present, and an awareness of the fut~re? How 
keep the discipline relevant in a sea of change? How accede 
!o legitimate student demands for freedom of choice--electives--
1n structuring their own individual programs? These are no 
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10nger merely rhetorical questions. They are realities already 
with us, and if we do not adjust to the temper of tempestuous 
times, English (or Literature, or Language Arts--call it what 

1 you will) may well stand in danger of disintegration as a viable 
discipline for a generation ,that insists on its own thing, come 
heaven or ebbtide. 

At Bemidji State College the English department found a 
ready answer to half of the problem. For English majors who 
were not concerned with certification for teaching in Minnesota 

1 schools, a completely elective program was introduced. This 
, means that there are no required courses for English B.A. majors. 
? This does not, however, mean that all discretion has been thrown 

to the winds, for the department suggests a core of courses 
integral to a "solid English program." The success of such a 
completely elective program depends, to be sure, on a close 
association of studeht with advisor. It will be the latter's 

, responsibility to counsel and advise lest the student, upon 
graduating, awake suddenly to the realization that personal whim, 
momentary interest, and transitory concerns had dictated choices 
no longer as important as they once seemed relevant. This 
completely elective major, it is hoped, will do something to 
close the teacher-student credibility gap. 

Not nearly so simple was the problem for English majors 
concerned with certification to teach in Minnesota's secondary 
schools. How were we to allow for legitimate student freedom of 
choice in the face of requirements, which, if translated into 
standardized courses, left almost no room for electives in a 
major program of 50-60 quarter hours? -The attempt to increase 
the number of student electives to approximate at least two
fifths of the total hours was not simple. 

The present requirements had their genesis at least ten 
years ago--before Berkeley, Cornell, Santa Barbara, Kent State, 
etc. The ideal behind those requirements was for a common 
substratum that could be presumed to be the possession of 
every graduate of a teacher-training college in Minnesota. 
Abstracting from the question of whether or not this is a desira
ble thing, it soon became clear that the common substratum had 
grown so large that there was precious little latitude for either 
individual preference, specialized training in particular areas, 
or for new literature_courses that were springing spontaneously 

, out of a contemporary world. Both teachers and students found 
themselves locked into a regimented program that seemed to 
enshrine the past and-sacrifice individuality on an ancient altar 
of methodological utility. This may be an over-statement of the 
negative aspects of p~esent certification programs, but it is 
surely an understatement of what many teachers and students feel. 

Because present certification requirements envision compe
tencies, and not merely quantitative accumulation of courses, a 
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compromise was sought between the scylla of rigidity and the 
charybdis of- license. Here is what. resulted: 

English Major (B.S.) 

1. English Requirements for Certification: 

·220-Advanced Composition 3 
223-'Modern Usage and St,ructure 4 
·241-Introduction to English•Literature,l 4 
242-Introduction to English Literature,!! 4 

·260-Amer. L:i. t., History of 
·261-Amer. Lit.; to 1836 
·262-Amer. Lit., 1836-1880 Any two: 
·263-,-Amer. Lit., 1880-1920 
264-Amer. Lit., 1920 to present 6 

313-Literature.for Adolescents 

441-Chaucer 
443-Shakespeare I, or 444, Shak.II 
446-Milton 

293-Critical Approaches 
493-Literary Criticism 
494-Modern Criticism 

English Electives 

Any one: 

Any one: 

3 

3-4 

3 
27-'28 
27-26 

Sub-Total 54-54 

(Note: Students must take a course in 20th century literature 
and one other period course in English or American Literature.) 

2. Non-English Requirements for Certification: 

Education 410-Methods 3 
Speech 210-Fundamentals of Public Speaking 3 
Speech 220-0ral Interpretation 3 

TOTAL 63 

( 
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~ T.iJnL P.Juldu.c:t4 
"THE !;Ol)KMEN" 
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MAIL COUPON FOR FREE CATALOG ---------------------------------

.EISURE TIME PRODUCTS 
!DUCATION DIVISION (Phone 333-6S31) 

What has resulted is not ideal. It is, however, a small 519 N. THIRD STREET. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55401 
step in a better direction, for it does allow the future English Plea,eSendFrceCotolog 
teacher a greater degree of flexibi Ii ty in me.eting his individual 
needs than has hitherto been the case. Many feel that a, realistic 
ideal would be an arrangement that allows for approximately a AME 
fifty-fifty division between requirements and electives._ -----------------------------

Ken Hemiques is the chairman of the English department at Bemidji 
State Co I lege. 
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