
Acting on this assumption, I asked nine experienced cooper-
ating English teachers what they thought was good about the > 
preparations of their students and how they thought these could 
be improved. Here are some of their comments. It is well to 
remember the range of experiences which they reflect. 

The preparation in English is generally good and for'some 
schools is outstanding. 

Most student teachers know how to set about planning and 
organizing their work. Daily and unit planning are well 
taught. More stress might be given to the place of a 
plan in the larger learning design. 

The college supervisor's observations are often careful and 
helpful; several teachers expressed admiration for the 
guidance these supervisors give the students. 

Cooperating teachers prefer a gradual transition to student 
direction of the class to an abrupt takeover of the class. 

Students should be assigned to only one cooperating teacher. 

Courses in theory should be enlivened by connecting the 
theory to reality. Videotapes, microfilm or actual prac
tice might be used. 

Prospective teachers should be given ways to plan and teach 
a lesson, to experiment and discuss before they come to 
student teaching. They might teach short lessons in 
their methods classes. Without this earlier experience 
a student is unable to sense the reaction of a class. 

Students should be helped to realize the importance of both 
individual and class reactions and to use them. 

Use of a variety of learning activities should be stressed. 
Students, oriented to a college classroom, tend to forget 
the necessity for change of pace and activity in the 
secondary schools. 

Students might try team planning as part of a preparation )· 
for student teaching or be aided in some way to adapt to 
different organizational patterns. 

Teachers should help the student to see hims.elf as a teacher, 
as a professional person, and as a part of a faculty. 

These cooperating teachers were quick to admit that many of 
the suggestions were applicable to their work as well as to that) 
of the colleges. While all were aware that it is easier to make 
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suggestions than to carry them out they were willi"ng t · 
h . ' o sit on 

t e other side of the table. Now they are bracing themselves 
for the_moment when college and university faculties talk back __ 
and hoping that they will. 

The Eyeball Has Seen the Moon 
By WILLIAM D. ELLIOTT 

Bemidji StateCollege 

Manpower of it, compassionate nerve; 
Forcelife, a disk, continual burn burning 
Heart (twist, twist off the afterburner) 
Before space 
Upturned 
Becomes the Sea of its Fertility. 

If we could only see the worry and the wringing 
If we could only see the twist and the turn, 
If we could only 
Only 

Manpower of it, deadening nerve; 
Crushunicraft, a puff (a whisper) 
Turn on the afterburner 
Reach the space 
Skyup 
Turn off the Moon and the Marriage. 
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