
eb1toR1al comments 

Every new editor has plans. I am no exception. My 
first plan is to get manuscripts, tons of manuscripts, 
all kinds of manuscripts dealing with or exemplifying the 
work of the profession: poems, short stories, articles on 
how to teach and what to teach, critical and scholarly 
articles, discussions of common problems, If .the magazine 
is to represent the MCTE it must have manuscripts from 
elementary school teachers, high school teachers, college 
teachers, junior college teachers, students, parents, 
interested citizens , for learning our language is everyone's 
concern--or ought to be. And this journal should make it 
its concern to see that as many people from all the various 
areas become concerned with one of our most important tasks: 
the revitalization of and the recognition of the importance 
of the language we share. 

I have already discovered that thetas~ is not easy. 
It was difficult to assemble this issue because of a dearth 
of material. If we believe in language, we will have to use 
language, not as a tedious task, but as a pleasure, as a joy 
and delight, as a game at which we play intensely but never
theless joyfully. This, then, is a plea for manuscripts. 
For. the moment, never mind on what subject so long as it 
concerns.language and literature. All teachers have something 
worthwhile to say: SAY IT. More imporrtant, send! it to 
the editor of MEJ. One more comment regarding articles: 
if you have read a particularly provocative article in 
another journal write a brief summary of it giving your 
reasons for finding it worthwhile (a paragraph of 150 
to 300 words will do) and we will try to publish a selection 
of comments on such material. Another comment: do send in 
book reviews; they seem to me to be extremely valuable in 
keeping us aware of what is happening in our profession. 
I will actively solicit such reviews for the journal. 

Material for the next issue of this school year should 
be on hand by March 1. An earlier date will make it that 
much easier for the editor and readers, who expect--and .have 
not had this first edition--the journal on time. Material 
for the last issue of this school year should be ready bi 
June 1. I look forward to a flood of manuscript·s, 
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DEALING WITH DEATH 
IN THE CLASSROOM 

ELIZABETH C. BOMGREN 
Senior, Bemidji State College 

She stood rigidly gripping the back of the hospital 
chapel pew until her knuckles were white; her face with
out tears. Green eyes staring widely without seeing. In 
one short afternoon her secure, happy world had been 
shaken by the death of her fourteen year old brother, 
His best friend had shot him accidentally as they were 
squirrel hunting. She was eleven, 

Three seven year old boys were impatiently waiting 
for their teacher to begin church school. In the middle 
of their scuffling and shoving, Freddie said to Johnny, 
"Hey, I hear your old man kicked the bucket!" Johnny 
froze. 

The senior art class was busily making objects of 
art for their classmate who was dying from a malignant 
brain tumor. When the news reached them that she 
wouldn't need their art work, they refused to believe 
it, She was too vibrant, too alive for death to con
quer--and they went right on, finishing their work. 

He had been the Christmas tree angel, a joyous little 
redhead constantly running after his dad to "help." Now 
he was crushed by a horse at a horse show. His favorite 
girl cousin refused to eat, had recurrent nightmares, and 
was constantly waiting for Steve to come to play, He was 
six; she was four. 

He was the football hero who had brought his team to 
victory time after time. After his death, resulting from 
a wild car ride late at night, the school body sat 
benumbed at the church service--some of the students sob
bing openly, others grim-faced, still others whispering 
in snatches just to have human contact. 

These are true-life experiences of death in one small 
community. How are the young people involved to be helped 
through their experience of shock and mourning? For death 
is a shock; no matter how well prepared the individual or 
the family is, death is a final separation from a friend 
or loved one. Mourning is a very real experience with 
everyone, whether they reveal their feelings or not, 

The student spends from five to eight hours each day 
in the classroom. How can teachers cope with those who 
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