
AN ACRONYM EXPLAINS ITSELF: 
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE ERIC SYSTEM 
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The acronym ERIC/RCS stands for the Educational Resources 
Information Center on Reading and Communication Skills. ERIC 
is a national information system designed originally by the 
United States Office of Education and now under the sponsorship 
of the National Institute of Education (NIE). The Clearing-
house on Reading and Communication Ski! ls (located at NCTE 1 
headquarters, 1111 Kenyon Road, Urbana, Illinois) is responsible 
for collecting, analyzing, evaluating, and disseminating educa
tional information and materials related to research, instruction 
and personnel preparation in English, Journalism, Reading, Speec~ 
Communication, and Theater. 

The English/Journalism Module of ERIC/RCS is responsible 
for educational information related to teaching and learning 
the English language, to educational journal ism, including the 
learning and teaching of journal ism in print and electronic 
media, and to the training of teachers at all levels. 

One needs a working concept of the parts of the ERIC system 
in order to make the best use of it. The following descriptions 
and definitions of ERIC terms were written to lead the beginning 
user of the system to the information he needs. 

THESAURUS OF ERIC DESCRIPTORS 

The key to the entire system is the THESAURUS OF ERIC 
DESCRIPTORS. This volume, which is continuously being updated, 
is the source of all subject terms (descriptors) used for index· 
ing and for retrieval of documents and journals in the ERIC 
collections. Each document entered into the system is assigned 
several descriptor terms selected from the THESAURUS that indi
cate the essential contents of the document. Descriptors marked 
by an asterisk delineate the major concepts of the document, 
while the unmarked (minor) descriptors denote concepts that 
receive only passing attention or minor emphasis in the document, 

(In cases where no descriptor term adequately describes 
some important feature of a document, an identifier term may 
be assigned in addition to the descriptors. Any word, name, or 
phrase may be an identifier. For the most part, identifiers 
are useful only to information specialists and not to the 
average user of the ERIC system.) 
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RESEARCH IN EDUCATION 

Abstracts of documents thus indexed, using the descriptor 
and identifier terms, are printed in RESEARCH IN EDUCATION 
(RIE), the monthly journal published by the National Institute 
of Education. About 1000 documents from al 1 eighteen ERIC 
Clearinghouses are indexed and summarized in RIE each month. 
Each volume contains, in addition to the main entry section, 
indexes arranged by subject, author, and source (institution 
or publisher). 

The subject index is arranged, alphabetically, by descriptor 
terms. Under each term are found, ordered numerically by ERIC 
document numbers, all those documents which have been assigned 
that particular term as a major (starred) descriptor. Thus, a 
document which has been assigned five major descriptor terms 
may be found in five places in the subject index. 

Most documents abstracted in RIE are available from the ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) in two forms: microfiche 
(MF), a four-by-six-inch mocrofilm card containing up to 98 
pages of text; or hard copy (HC), six-by-eight-inch, black and 
white, photographically reproduced pages in a paper binding. 
A few documents listed in RIE are not available from EDRS. In 
these cases, ordering information and current price are listed 
with the abstract in the main entry section. 

CURRENT INDEX TO JOURNALS IN EDUCATION 

Articles from nearly 600 educational journals are indexed in 
the same manner in another ERIC pub] ication, CURRENT INDEX TO 
JOURNALS IN EDUCAITON (CIJE). These articles are assigned a 
six-digit EJ (for Educational Journal) accession number and are 
often annotated. Semiannual and annual compilations of CIJE 
are available. Copies of the journal articles indexed in EIJE 
are not available from ERIC. They must be obtained from your 
library collection or from the publisher. 

USING THE ERIC SYSTEM 

Information may be found most economically in the ERIC system 
when a simple step-by-step procedure is followed. First, phrase 
the question you want answered as precisely as possible. Then 
go the THESAURUS and locate the narrowest descriptor terms that 
seem most closely related to the topic of interest. To assist 
the user, most descriptor terms are followed by a list of cross
references to other descriptors, classified as narrower terms 
(NT), broader terms (BT), and related terms (RT), worth referring 
to. 

Next, refer to the subject indexes in RIE and CIJE and read 
the titles listed under the descriptor terms you have chosen. 
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Note the ED and EJ numbers of those documents that seem 
appropriate for your purposes and locate the document citations 
in the main entry sections. By reading the abstracts in RIE 
and the annotations in CIJE, you can decide which documents and 
articles you with to read in their entirety. Microfiche copies 
of most documents indexed in RIE are filed sequentially by ED 
number. 

THINKING ABOUT A "VACATION": 
TRY STRATFORD, ONTARIO 

BY RAYMOND RINCEJ 

There ought to be a law: Teachers shall be granted summer 
l school credits for attending the Stratford Shakespearean Festival 

in Ontario. Where else will you find such care for language: 

For futher information on how to use the ERIC system consult 
the 1 ibrarian in charge of your local ERIC collection. (Most , 
collections have a variety of brochures on ERIC and how it may I 
best be used.) If you wish, you may also write for a copy of 

a whole environment for an effective phrase, down to the precise 
amount and slant of light cast upon the speaker. Such a trip 
isn't a busman's holiday either. There's not an inkling of the 
classroom. The emancipated classics you see there are freed 
from the book and onto the stage. 

an illustrated step-by-step introduction to the system entitled 
"How to Use ERIC." It is available from the Supt. of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402 (Stock 
Number 1780-0796)/ 35¢. 

LOCATIONS OF ERIC COLLECTIONS 

There are over 500 complete ERIC microfiche collections and 
numerous partial collections across the country. Many universi~ 
libraries and educational agencies have a collection of ERIC 
microfiche or a list of locations of complete ERIC collections. 
'.!rite to any ERIC Clearinghouse for further information about 
the ERIC system. 

FUTURE ERIC/RCS ARTICLES 

Future articles by the ERIC/RCS Clearinghouse will deal 
with current issues in English education. By using the infor
mation contained in the present article you will be able to 
locate the journal articles and documents which can contribute 
most to your professional development in the various areas to 
be discussed. 
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Attending a festival such as Stratford's is not like seeing 
local efforts. Playgoers pack their bags, load down the Ford, 
and travel to a strange land. Once around Chicago, th~ough 
Detroit and into Canada they are on the same road with many others 
from the U.S. The MacDonald-Cartier Freeway through Ontario is 
the quickest way east from Detroit to Niagara Falls, Buffalo, 
and points north of New York. The drive through agricultural 
tableland is pleasant and uncomplicated by heavy traffic. 

About an hour and a half down the road, midway between 
Detroit and Toronto, the twenty-five to thirty-mile digression 
to Stratford begins. Along winding roads visitors get readings 
on countryside character: farm houses that have recetved special 
care, some composed of native stone patiently fitted with a 
mason's skill, most with porches that are really used--for social
izing or for quiet reflection at day's end. Arriving in Stratford 

1 one finds himself in the middle of a small town with the bright
ness and glitter of a big town. Main Street, Ontario, is lined 
with maples; light posts are decorated with regal banners; 
traffic is efficiently control led. 

The visitor's first consideration is not the plays but the 
practical one of accommodations. Almost everyone at the_plays 
will have had similar concerns. There's an unusual commitment 
in this audience to the theater, a willingness to travel hundreds 
of miles to tee the masterfully performed plays. Only a sprin
kling of the 367,000 attending the Festival in 1971, for example, 
could have been natives of Stratford, population 23,000. The 
promenade of patrons that precedes each performance is a fasci
nating international mix. 

It's a good idea to arrange for rooming ahead of time at 
one of the excellent motels and hotels, or, if you prefer, to 
take a camper to Wildwood Park,. seven miles away. However, 
staying with the people of the town is the most interesting. 
Hosts need not be theater enthusiasts, but they are friendly 
and welcoming, the type of people who try a little harder. It's 
also considerably cheaper, leaving money for those pleasant meals 
at the Bamboo, the Lamplighter, and the Ali Baba. 
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