
about Minneapolis's Mississippi River Boulevard and Las Vegas 

initiator: fry 
second: fry---my 
first: my---your 
second: your---why 
first: why---because 
second: because---across 

Sound rhythm, and-meaning associations were thus loosened up. 

After struggling with what Kenneth Koch would call their 
"rusty inner language," so.me commented that they felt drained. 
During a discussion period after lunch the session was in for 
closer scrutiny. There were those who felt that some very good 
poets might not care to go around with eyes closed or to touch 

people: "Someone like Eliot or Auden might go 'Don't touch me!'" 
Keith Gunderson demonstrated with a shriek. Others felt that 
there should have been sharing of the writing produced. Meeson, 

who has had much experience in other such sessions with the ma
terial, argued that the time was limited and more things could be 
attempted if time was not taken to read products of the exercises 
to one another and comment on them. His interest was in producing 
writing. 

Wallace Kennedy then called a truce, suggesting that students 
he had brought and who had shared in the day's activities be given 
their opportunity to read. During these student readings each 
takes a turn when he or she feels he has something to offer. 
There was an eagerness to try out poems that demonstrated that 
poetry is fun. The motivational value of student verse in lit
erature programs was apparent. 

The emphasis in these meetings and in the seminars which 
have been scheduled is upon the teacher. It has been proved that 
these poets are able to bring the fun of poetry into the class
rooms, but what happens when they leave? The Poets in the Schools 
program currently is concerned with helping the teacher as much 
as possible, giving him ideas and making the latest materials 
known to him so that he is capable of carrying on when the poet 

leaves. 

If the choice of setting for this conference, Dunrovin, 
with its lake, tree_s, and open sky sounds ideal, it's because it 
really was. If there is an especial fitness in the seminars' 
setting of the luxurious Member's Lounge in the Arts and Sciences 
Center with its panoramic view of St. Paul's Capitol approach, 
the person to credit it Mrs. Molly La Berge. 

A few years ago the title poet-in-residence was unusual-
unheard of at the secondary and elementary level, but not any 
more. Many residencies have been set up through this program 
and the program of the Minnesota State Arts Council. This year 
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since Mrs. La Berge is on the State Arts Council besides directing 
the Poets in the Schools Program, the re lated programs are being 

unified• Al though funds are al lotted for the present year, ~!rs. 
La Berge is anxious to dis cuss the wishes any teacher in Minnesota 
might have to set up a residency so that he might have a poet in 
his cl ass room. 

Raymond Bingea teaches English at North Senior High School in St. 

Paul. He has written free larice articles for local newspapers and 

magazines. 

* 

Cinquain 
by DORTHINE BLASCH 

Hubert Olson Junior High School, Bloomington 

Do we 
Know happiness 
At the very moment? 
Or do we, only lo.eking back, 
Perceive? 
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