
SUGGESTIONS FOR JUNIOR 
HIGH LANGUAGE STUDY 

Sylvia Swede 

(For the junior high school English teacher who is 
looking for resource materials for the study of 
language, this article provides specific as well 
as general suggestions. Miss Swede teaches at 
Kellogg Junior High School, Rochester.) 

1. Language is symbolic. 
2. Language is a system with a definite pattern, 

code, etc. 
3. Language is speech/writing is a derived form. 
4. Language has a traceable history. 
5. Language is constantly changing. 
6. Language operates on various levels. 
Have you introduced these concepts to your junior 

high students? What materials could you use? The fol
lowing suggestions may help you start developing your 
own uni ts on language.· 

various textbooks have, material which might get your 
students thinking about what language is. Look, for ex
ample, at Postman, Morine, and Morine's Discovering Your 
Language (Holt, Rinehart, Winston: 1963), Chapters 1-3, 
and Pollack, Milligan, and Loughlin's The Macmillan Eng
lish Series 8, Second Revised Edition (1963), pp. 2-6, 
9-14. 

After discussing such a definition of language as 
"language is symbolic noises arranged in a particular 
way," ask students to consider what living and conmruni
cation would be like without language as we know it to
day. You will get some interesting themes on "A World 
without Language." 

Next, students will be interested in knowing what 
English is and something of its development. Using 
textbook material as background, trace influences. on 
English using a large wall map, or give students indi
vidual dittoed maps on which they can do their own mark
ing. "The English Language" (Life, March 2, 1962) is an 
interesting article to assign for outside reading. 

An extensive reading list for students should be pre-
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pared with the assistance of .your librarian. These 
books can be shelved in your room for the length of the 
unit or put on reserve in the library. Students should 
be encouraged to do extensive reading from the booklist; 
reports might be required. The following books might be 
8 part of that list: 

Asimov, Words from the Myths 
Asimov, Words of Science 
Barnett, The Treasure of Our Tongue 
Cahn, The Story of Writing 
DeGering, Seeing Fingers (Louis Braille) 
Epstein and Epstein, The First Book of Words 
Ernst, Words; English Roots and How They Grow 
Frasconi, See and Say; A Picture Book in Four Languages 
Funk, Horsefeathers and Other Curious Words 
Hoghen, The Wonderful World of Connnunication 
Irwin, The Romance of Writing 
Kegelmass, Louis Braille; Windows for the Blind 
Keller, Helen, The Story of My Life 
Laird, The Tree of La~guage 
Lambert, Our Language 
Lambert and Pei, Our Names--Where They Come From and 

What They Mean 
Malmstrom and Ashley, Dialects--U.S.A. (paperback) 
Mathews, American Words 
Ogg, The 26 Letters 
Pei, All About Language 
Rogers, Painted Rock to Printed Page 
Thurber, James, Lanterns and Lances 
Waite, Valiant Companions (Helen Keller) 
West, Breaking the Language Barrier 

A fascinating aspect of our language is the way in 
which it changes. Side 1 of Our Changing Language (EMC 
Corp. 23843, EMC-65-2963) describes some changes in Eng
lish and differences between American and British Eng
lish. The film "The English Language and how It Change.'' 
(Coronet Films) should provoke lively discussion of some 
changes now taking place. 

Note the developments of new meanings for words·. For 
example, discuss the growth of the word "plant" (Modern 
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Grammar and Composition 1, American Book Company, 1965, 
pp. 207-208) and then assign other words to be looked 
at. From what language did they come? How did they de
velop? Explain etymologies as given in Webster's New 
Student's Dictionary. "Big Words from Little Words" 
(Gray and others, Junior English in Practice 8, McCorm
ack-Mathers, 1956, pp. 161-162) can be used to show de
velopment of new meanings also. Does the student know 
the meaning of his own name? 

Discuss dialect, slang, colloquialism, jargon, levels 
of usage, and appropriateness. Have students note use 
of dialect in writings such as Trowbridge' s "Darius 
Green and His Flying Machine." Students should look and 
listen for dialects and various levels of usage as they 
read, converse, listen to radio, watch TV, etc., and 
bring examples to class. After listening to parts of 
Side 2 of Our Changing Language and noting d ifference·s 
from students' pronunciations, discuss the relative uni
formity of the written language. A discussion of ap
propriateness might begin by having students explain be
ing "kicked out" of class to the following persons: a 
good friend of the same age, the principal, their par
ents. How would the speaker's language differ in each 
case? Dialects--U.S.A. was written for use in secon
dary schools. 

Two curriculums financed under Project English have 
excellent materials and ideas for use in your language 
unit: Eighth Grade Curriculum lOC (Lesson 3, Slang; Les
son 4, Technical Language), Project English Demonstra
tion Center, Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio; 
and "Words and Their Meanings," Grade 8, 7E, Nebraska Cur
riculum Development Center University of Nebraska. 

Finally, the following books may be helpful to teach
ers in preparing materials and in improving their own 
knowledge of the subject of language: 

Dunn, Ranous, Allen, .Learning Our Language 
Francis, The English Language; An Introduction 
Laird, The Miracle of Language 
Leichty, Discovering Language 
Marckwardt, American English 
Marckwardt, Introduction to the English Language 
Lloyd and Warfel, American English in Its Cultural S-et

ing 
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Myers, Guide to American English 
Postman and Damon, The Uses of Language 
Pyles, Words and Ways of American English 
Roberts, English Sentences 

POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR ORAL REPORTS 

Differences in Dialects in the U. S. 
The Work of the Linguist 
Interesting Word Histories 
Interesting Facts About the Development of English 
The Development of American English 
The Language Barrier 
Differences Between English and Other Languages 
Pros and Cons of an International Language 
The Importance of Language (or of English) 
Interesting Facts About the Written Language 
Interesting Facts About the History of Writing 

II 

Learning Language (particularly by the handicapped) 
Different Types of Language Symbols (signs, dots, etc.) 

! LETTER TO THE EDITORS 

To the editors: 
Recently Dr. James R. Squire stated that "the teaching 

of English has become the largest single educational en
terprise in the world." As English teachers we realize 
this enterprise presents a tremendous challenge. The 
Minnesota Council of Teachers of English is to be com
mended for answering the challenge in a positive and 
stimulating way by launching a new publication that can 
bring benefits not only in Minnesota but also throughout 
the United States. The first issue of Minnesota English 
is excellent. 

May I extend to you, the editors, and to the Minnesota 
Council the congratulations of the National Council of 
Teachers of English Committee on Publications of Affili
ates for initiating this worthwhile project. Affiliates 
and Minnesota teachers are looking forward to succeeding 
issues. 

Edna C. Downing, Chairman 
NCTE Committee on Publi
cations of Affiliates 




