
PAPERBACKS ON LANGUAGE 

Frank A. Rice 

(The following list of paperback books on language 
is adapted from The Linguistic Reporter, newsletter 
of the Center for Applied Linguistics, Washington, 
D.C. Mr. Rice is Director of the Office of Infor
mation and Publications of the Center, and editor 
of The Linguistic Reporter.) 

I. LINGUISTICS 

--Books about language as viewed by linguistic sci
ence, e.g. historical, comparative, descriptive, or lin
guistics as a whole. 

A Dictionary of Linguistics. Mario A. Pei and Frank Gay
nor. Wisdom Library WL-63, $1.65. 

A general dictionary of linguistic terminology, the 
only one of its kind. First published in 1954. 

Essays in Linguistics. Joseph H. Greenberg. 
119, $1.25. 

Phoenix P-

Essays on the methodology of language description, 
historical linguistics, and the relationship between 
language and culture. First published in 1957. 

The Gift of Language. Margaret Schlauch. Dover, $1.95. 
Intended for the general reader; principal emphasis 

on.historical and comparative linguistics. First pub
lished in 194 2. 

An Introduction to Linguistic Science. Edgar H. Sturte
vant. Yale Y-17, $1.45. 

For readers with no previous knowledge of linguis
tics; clear and readable (1947). 

Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech. Ed -
ward Sapir. Harvest HB-7, $1.25. 

Though outdated in part, still full of important in
sights into the nature of language; based mostly on Eng
lish, (1921). 
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Language in the Modern World. Simeon Potter. Rev. ed. 
penguin A-470, $.95. 

Findings of present-day linguistics for the nonspec
ialiS t (1960). 

Language: Its Nature, Development and Origin. Otto Jes
person. Norton N-229, $2.45. 

History of linguistic science followed by discussion 
of linguistic development of the child, varieties of 

inguistic change and their causes, general linguistic 
tendencies, and the origin of speech (1922). 

Linguistics and Your Language. Robert A. Hall, Jr. An
chor A-201, $1.45. 

Clear, nontechnical statement of theories, princi
ples, methods of linguistic science plus the author's 
case against the normative approach of traditional gram
mar. First published in 1950, revised. 

Linguistics: The study of Language (Chapter Two of Lin
guistics and Reading). C.C. Fries. Holt, Rinehart, Win
ston, $1.50. 

Non-technical survey of development of linguistic 
science,.1820-1960. 

The Miracle of Language. Charlton Laird. 
271, $. 60. 

Premier R-

Attempt in popular style to promote modern scientific 
understanding of language (1953). 

Modern Lingui§'tics. Simeon Potter. Norton N-223, $1.25. 
Introduction for the nonspecialist, chapters on sound 

systems, words and their components, sentence structure, 
linguistic geography, semantics, usage. The 1964 edi
tion of a 1957 publication. 

Perspectives in Linguistics. John T. Waterman, Phoenix 
P-106, $1.95. 

Tracing of the study of language from ancient times 
through medieval thought to the developments of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centures (1963). 
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The Philosophy of Grammar. Otto Jesperson. Norton N-
307, $1. 95. 

The·author's views.of general principles underlying 
the grammars of all languages, based on direct observa
tion of speech and secondarily on written or printed 
documents (1924). 

Speech: Its Function and Development. Grace Andrus de 
Laguna. Midland MB-50, $2.95. 

Investigation of speech as a part of organized soci
ety, theory of origins of speech, treatment of speech as 
a form of individual behavior (1927). 

The Story of Language. Mario Pei. Men.tcrMQ-492, $.95. 
Popular discussion of development of language from 

the dawn of history to the mid-twentieth century (1949). 

A Study of Writing. I. J. Gelb, Phoenix P-109, $2.95. 
Systematic presentation of history and evolution of 

writing with chapters on general problems such as the 
future of writing, relationship of writing to speech, 
art, and religion (1952, revised 1963). 

The Tongues of Men and Speech. J.R. Firth. Oxford LLL-
2, $1.65. 

Introduction to linguistics in general, to Firth and 
British linguistics in particular (1937, 1930). 

II. LANGUAGES 

--Books about a single language or a group of langua
ges (restricted here to English). 

American English. (College Ed.) Albert H. Marckwardt. 
Oxford, $1. 95. 

Growth and development of English in America, differ
ences between British and American English, the way A
merican English reflects American tradition and charac
ter, regional and social variations (1958). 

Dialects--U.S.A. 
NCTE, $1. 00. 

Jean Malmstrom and Annabel Ashley. 

Careful, relatively nontechnical treatment of region-
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al variety in American English. 
bibliographies, maps (1963). 

Suggestions for study, 

Early English: A Study of Old and Middle English. John 
w. Clark. Norton N-228, $1.55. 

Nontechnical introduction and supplement to more de
tailed treatments of the grammar, history, literature, 
etc., of Early English (1957). 

Growth and Structure of the English Language. Ctto Jes
person. Anchor A-46, $.95. 

Traces various influences and forces contributing to 
modern English (1905, Ninth Ed., 1938). 

A History of the English Language. G. L. Brook. Norton 
N-248, $1.45. 

Development of English in general, phonology, 
ling, accidence, syntax, semantics, present-day 
for the general reader (1958). 

spel
tre nd s 

Our Language. Simeon Potter. Penguin A-227, $.95. 
Nontechnical treatment of history of English, sounds 

and spelling, vocabulary and syntax, standards of usage, 
British and American (1950, revised 1961). 

The Story of English. Mario Pei. Premier T-167, $.75. 
Survey of English from Old English to the present, 

with future implications; general reader (1952). 

The Story of Our Language. 
C-383, $.95. 

Henry Alexander. Dolphin 

Features of Old and Middle English with consideration 
of Modern British and American English (1940, rev. 1962). 

III. LANGUAGE AND RELATED DISCIPLINES 

--Books that discuss language from 
another discipline, e.g. anthropology, 
munication theory, philosophy. 

the standpoint of 
psychology, com-

Culture, Language, and Personality. Edward Sapir. Cal
ifornia Cal-5, $1.50. 

Nine essays from his 'Selected Writings ed. by Davi d 
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G. Mandelbaum. 
(1958). 

First three essays deal with language 

Language and Myth. Ernst Cassirer. Tr. by Susanne K. 
Langer. Dover, $1.25. 

Philosophical Monograph analyzing relation of lan -
guage to myth-making tendencies of mankind (1946). 

Language and Society. Joseph Bram. 
$.95. 

Random House SS-8, 

Central concern with nature of language and its func
tions in the socio-cultural order (1955). 

Language and Thought. John B. Carroll. 
$1.50. 

Prentice-Hall, 

Designed for introductory psychology: language and 
communication, nature of language, learning of language, 
aspects of language behavior, individual differences in 
language behavior, cognition and thinking, language and 
cognition (1964). 

The Language and Thought of the Child. Jean Piaget. Tr. 
by Marjorie Gabain. Meridian M-10, $1.55. 

Systematic investigation of child thought and lan
guage; influential on subsequent investigations (1923). 

Language, Thought & Culture. Paul Henle, ed. Ann Arbor 
AA,.97, $1.95. 

Nine essays reflecting concern with language of lin
guists, anthropologists, psychologists, sociologists, 
philosophers, literary critics (1958). 

Language, Thought,and Reality: Selected 
Benjamin Lee Whorf. Ed. by John B. Carroll. 
$1.95. 

Writings of 
M.1.T-5, 

Wharf's writings pertinent to 
structure of a person's language 
which he understands reality and 
it (1956). 

his hypothesis that the 
influences the way in 

behaves with respect to 

The Logical Syntax of Language. Rudolf Carnap. Tr. by 
Amethe Smeaton. Littlefield, Adams 211, $1.95. 
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Systematic exposition of syntax of languages that em
ploy formal symbols instead of words (1934). 

Los·t Languages. P. E. Cleator. Mentor MT-427, $.75. 
- Deals with the decipherment of lost languages through 
bilingual inscriptions or by internal analysis, from the 
Egyptian heiroglyphs to Linear B. 

Man, Culture, and Society. Harry L. Shapiro, ed. Gal
axy GB-32, $2.25. 

Introduction to anthropology for the general reader. 

Mankind, Nation and Individual from a Linguistic Point 
of View. Otto Jesperson. Midland MB-56, $1.95. 

Influence of individual on language, relation between 
dialect and standard language, correctness, varieties of 
language such as slang, taboo words, and poetry (1946). 

Mirror for Man. Clyde Kluckhohn. 
McGraw-Hill 35071, $1.95. 

Premier R-255, $.60; 

Introduction to cultural anthropology for the layman 
especially Ch. 6, "The Gift of Tongues" (1949). 

On Human Communication. Colin Cherry. Science Editions 
087-S, $1.95. 

Introduction for nonexperts to study of communication 
through chapters on evolution of communication science; 
signs, language, communication; analysis of signals, 
statistical theory of communication; logic of communica
tion; cognition and recognition (1957). 

The Silent Language. Edward Hall. Premier R-204, $.60. 
Nonverbal behavior through which we communicate our 

attitudes toward time, spatial relationships, work, play 
and learning. Considerable emphasis on cross-cultural 
communication (1959). 

The Use and Misuse of Language. S.I. Hayakawa, ed. Pre
mier T-166, $.75. 

Articles addressed to nonspecialist concerned with 
how people use words and how words affect those who use 
them. 
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IV. APPLIED LINGUISTICS 
--Books that deal with the application of linguistic 

principles to language study and teaching. 

The Practical Study of Languages: A Guide for Teachers 
and Learners. Henry Sweet. Oxford LLL-1, $2.00. 

Classic study based on conviction that observation of 
spoken languages by means of phonetics and psychology is 
basis for practical study of languages (1899). 

The Principles of Language Study. Harold E. Palmer. Ox
ford LLL-5, $1.50. 

Nine essential principles identified and discussed in 
detail by early specialist in theory and practice of 
teaching English as foreign language (1921). 

Readings in Applied English Linguistics. Harold B. Al
len, ed. 2nd ed. Appleton-Century Crofts, $4.50. 

Collection of sixty-two articles aimed specifically 
at the teqcher or prospective teacher of English (1964). 

V. LANGUAGE AND GENERAL EDUCATION 

--Books intended mainly for classroom use at the col
lege-level, aimed at raising the student's level of lin
guistic awareness. Primarily collections, some exercis
es, topics for discussion or investigation, written as
signments, etc. Useful introductions for teachers. 

Aspects of American English. Elizabeth M. Kerr and 
Ralph M. Aderman. Harcourt, Brace & World, $2.45. 

Selections dealing with principles of language and 
aspects: historical, regional, literary, colloquial, so
cial and class. Study questions, writing topics (1963). 

English As Language: Backgrounds, Development, Usage. 
Charlton Laird and Robert M. Gorrell. Harcourt, Brace & 
World, $2.75. 

Articles encourage development of understanding of 
language, provide materials for study of developing Eng
lish language, discuss controversies of usage. Sugges
tions for study, topics for investigation (1961). 
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Essays on Language and Usage. Leonard F. Dean and Ken
-;eth G. Wilson, Eds. 2nd ed. Oxford, $3.25. 

Essays reprinted from various sources to provide lin
guistic foundation for rhetoric and composition. Eng
lish, its dictionaries, history, structure, usage, and 
style. Aids to study (1959). 

Exposition and the English Language: Introductory Stud
ies. James L. Sanderson and Walter K. Gordon, eds. Ap
pleton-Century-Crofts, J3.95. 

Essays designed for freshman courses whose purpose is 
development of writing skills, soine essays on linguistic 
topics. Questions, vocabulary drill, exercises (1963). 

Introductory Readings on Language. Wallace L. Anderson 
and Norman C. Stageberg. Holt, Rinehart & Winston, $3.50. 

Freshman English text with forty-two essays from var
ious sources. Suggested assignments, headnotes, lists 
of further readings (1962). 

EDITOR'S ADDITIONS: 

Introductory Language Essays. Dudley W. Bailey, ed. Nor
ton, $2.95. 

Artic·les on nature of language, vocabulary, sounds 
and symbols, grammar, other languages, language and lit
erature (1965). 

The Ordeal of American English. C. Merton Babcock, ed. 
Houghton Mifflin, $1.75. 

Freshman research pamphlet containing comments on A
merican English from a large variety of sources. Study 
guide, topics for writing, lists of further reading for 
students· (1961). 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The complete list of 73 paperbacks selec
ted by Mr. Rice is available from the Center, 17 55 Massa
chusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C. For information 
on publishers, see a catalogue of paperback books. The 
books excluded for considerations of space were those 
considered to be of less general interest or great er 
technical difficulty or both. 


