
some sense 0£ discovery wri te--about that basic resou.rc 
their language. This is one path, at least,in the 
wilderness. 
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VARIATIONS ON A THEME 
(cf. Swift, "The Progress of Beauty_"; Shakespeare, "Tired with oil these 
for restful death I cry") ' 

By CONRAD DIEKMANN, O.S.B. 
::,,int John's University 

Robert Herrick, "Upon Julia's Clothes" (1648) 

Whenas in silks my Julia goes, 
Then, then, methinks, how sweetly flows 
The liquifaction of her clothes. 

Next, when I cast mine eyes, and see 
That brave vibration, each way free, 
0, how that glittering taketh me! 

Variation# 1 

Whenas in mini-skirt my Jule 1 
Prances and struts her way to school 
Octogenarians lose their cool. ' 

But when ?ne casts his eyes, and sees 
T?e knocking of her knobby knees, 
Lips puckered for wolf-whistles freeze. 

Variation# 2 

Whenas in shorts my Julia shows 
Gross steatopygian adipose, 
Then, then, plead I for ampler clothes. 

Next, when I cast mine eyes, and see 
Those massive haunches, rolling free, 
0, what revulsion seizeth me! 

FOOTNOTES: l. ~' for Julia: cf. Romeo and Juliet, 
I, III, 55-57: The nurse tells of her\C]eceased) 
husband's talking to Juliet:" .. Wilt thou not, 
Jule? . " 
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Variation# 3 

Whenas my Julia--much too skinny 
To look her best in a bikini-
May draw an adolescent whinny, 

I really think that many a man 
Would be quite satisfied to scan 
A somewhat lesser span of tan. 

Variation# 4 
Whenas ~y waitress, Julia, shows, 
In Hebe Proffering Nectar pose 
An utter abscence of upper clothes, 

I wonder whether I'm awake 
3 And ask if-there is some mistake. 

I came here simply for a steak. 

Variation# 5 

Whenas my Julia, in the nude, 
Proudly proclaims herself no prude 
But with the newer norm~ imbued; 

Then, then,I think her mind's untracked. 
No matter that she's nicely stacked, 
I think she should be gunny-sacked! 

Variation# 6 

Whenas my Julia, bowing to 
Clio's 4 stern cyclic law, anew 
Shrouds herself totally, neck to shoe, 

Then will men's curiosity 
Again be strongly roused, and she 
The ever elusive woman be. 

FOOTNOTES: 2. Hebe: bar-maid (topless) to gods on Mount 
Olympus (servesaiiibrosia and nectar) 3. This line is 
stolen from Robert Frost's "Waiting by Woods ... " 
4. Clio, the muse of history. Or, substitute for the 
Clio'sstern (no pun intended): Spenglerian. 
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